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* Proyecto de Conceptualización del Modelo Económico y Social de Desarrollo 
Socialista, 7° Congreso PCC, abril 2016 
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Thank you!

snovkovic@smu.ca



Agrarian Situation in China : 
History, Challenge and Recent  Rural Policies
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School of Agriculture Economics & Rural Development
Renmin University of China

www.sard.ruc.edu.cn              zhouli@ruc.edu.cn 

�
�

China’s Food production and population increased rapidly, and food per capita 
doubled. Grain output big harvest for the 15 consecutive year (2004-2018).

�
Farmers' income continually increased, Public work, service and welfare much improved. 

�
� .  resources is running out, 
�

3 production factors(labor, capital and land) are flow out of rural area, 
�

3 national securities(food security, food safety and food sovereignty) face challenges. 

�
�

Achievement of Chinese agriculture is striking but it’s hard to replicate.



Shortage and Tension:
Background on Chinese Agrarian Issues: History and Present
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Institutionalized small-scale peasant households, Half-work and
Half-tillage, combine production with consumption, will exist for a long time.

�

Per capita tillage area : US/China = 357 times Australia/China = 382 times Canada/China = 590 times 

�

Japan and Korea, about 2 times



Chinese Agrarian Miracle : since 1978

�

�
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�

China’s grain output bumper harvest
for 15 consecutive year (2004-2018 )

�

(narrowed rural-urban income gap
since 2010)

�

(developed  public work and service
since 2002)



Added value of primary, secondary and tertiary industries Vs. increase rate of GDP per capita 
(1952-2006)
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� 2.72 million-km-long rural roads were
built or rebuilt

� Water safety problems of 326 million
rural households were solved

� More than 30 million families become
new rural biogas users

� More than 4.6 million dilapidated houses
were renovated

� 130 million rural students were benefited
from 9-year compulsory education

� New rural cooperative medical service
covers 97% of farmers

� Rural minimum living security system
covers 53 million people

� Pilot project for the new type of old-age
insurance for rural residents, extended to
60% of counties and over 78 million
farmers received pension

(1) the grain output bumper harvest for
15 consecutive year (2004-2018)

(2) innovative development :
agricultural modernization

(3) harmonious development :
integration of urban-rural development

(4) green development :
enhance the ability of agricultural
sustainable development

(5) open development :
raising the level of opening to the
outside world in agriculture

(6) shareable development 
poverty alleviation program
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Resources is Running Out

Production Factors(labor, Capital and Land) Flow out of Rural Area
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Chinese cultivated land 
assessed as 15 Grades :

1 4     Worst
5 8     Middle
9 12  Excellent
13 15 Best

18%

53%

27%

3%

THE QUALITY OF CULTIVATED LAND IN CHINA 
Worst Middle Excellent Best

13.2 , 43.7%

2.7, 57.2%

0.28 , 67.4%
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Chemical oxygen demand 

Total nitrogen emissions

Total phosphorus emissions

Pollution by agriculture National emissions(except by agriculture)

The proportion of pollution by agriculture in 2007 (megaton, %)

Average consumption of 
nitrogen fertilizer : 

fruit trees 555kg/ha, 
vegetables 365kg/ha, 

well above the environ-
mental safety requirements(225kg/ha)
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“Four treatment of flowers” in the intensive farming :
•Dip flowers—cucumber, mainly for hormone

stimulation.
•Smear flowers—eggplant, using writing brush to

smear growth hormone onto flowers.
•Dot flowers—apple.
•Pair flowers— bitter gourd.

48

1 2 3

5
Swelling agent

Hormones

Pesticide

Chemical Ripening

“Dipping the Flower”

4
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The concept of “one family, two systems” has its origin in the famous 
political concept of “one nation, two systems” of China(Dengism)
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: NSCC ; RR

�

TOPICS

SUBJECT Rural 
Revolutionary 

School

Culture & 
Education

Land Ownership
• Privately-owned——Collective ownership——Double-layer 

management system with household contracting and contracting
Development Goals
• The Goal of New Socialist Countryside Construction 2005
• The Goal of rural Revitalization 2017

Rural Construction 
School State-led with the Communist Party as the Core:

People’s Communes——NSCC——RR

Note: NSCC refers to New Socialist Countryside Construction; RR refers to Rural Revitalization.

Great Leap Forward (1958, famine 1959-1961) � Gradual Reform 1978-
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2 strong hands
1 weak body
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Experience and Prospects
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Questions and Discussions
www.sard.ruc.edu.cn              zhouli@ruc.edu.cn 
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