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The Power of Pro Bono

Joel Bashevkin

Taproot Foundation

What if non-governmental organizations and social enterprises had access to the same
resources, expertise and solutions that corporations have? This question has led to the
creation of vibrant and highly impactful partnerships between corporations, governments,

NGOs and professionals of all fields.

The worldwide growth of the NGO sector and social economy has brought the promise of
increased impact and solutions to social issues, both local and global. Simultaneously, the need
of NGOs for professional capacity in HR, strategy, marketing, technology and other fields is
growing. In the US and increasingly worldwide, this need has been satisfied by professionals
providing freely their skills and knowledge. More than $15 billion of such pro bono services are

delivered annually in the United States; four times larger than all U.S. corporate philanthropy.

The Taproot Foundation, widely regarded as the leader of the pro bono service movement in
the U.S., and the BMW Foundation, with its mission to scale social innovations globally, are
partnering together to pioneer the creation of a global pro bono service network. This
partnership is designed to strengthen existing pro bono service efforts, create shared capacity,
and seed new efforts around the world. We have partnered directly with Korea based SESNET

and Bridge for example.

Pro bono—short for pro bono publico, which means “for the public good”—has come to mean
the donation of professional services to advance the public good. In short, pro bono is a free,
donated professional service designed to assist non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and

social enterprises in furthering their missions. We will discuss examples of how societies use



pro bono as a tool to address needs of societies, both globally and domestically, creating impact

across sectors.

Often confused with the more general term of volunteering, Taproot will outline the various
ways people presently volunteer — from financial aid, to hands-on volunteering across the
spectrum to the more defined category of skills-based volunteering which includes the highly

impactful pro bono.

Pro Bono is attractive and successful when the needs and motivations are met for business and
social entrepreneurs as well as their corporate institutions. Taproot will illustrate the benefits
of pro bono for each participant by presenting and describing best practices for high quality

successful pro bono through our five core principles.

Building around collective action, there are a number of vehicles to raise awareness provide
support and advance pro bono worldwide. They include the Billion + Change campaign, Pro
Bono Week, Global Pro Bono Summit, Global Pro Bono Fellows Network and platforms such as
LinkedIn. Details of these initiatives will be presented to demonstrate methods to foster

support for the global pro bono movement.

A summary will serve to reiterate when companies, business professionals, and social
entrepreneurs come together through pro bono, it results in very strong impact that benefits

the community, the company, and the professionals.
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Why and how we should promote pro bono legal service

Dongwei Liu

Thomson Reuters Foundation

The Thomson Reuters Foundation stands for free, independent journalism, human rights,
women’s empowerment, and the rule of law. We expose corruption worldwide and play a
leading role in the global fight against human trafficking. We use the skills, values, and expertise
of Thomson Reuters to run programs that trigger real change and empower people around the
world, including free legal assistance, journalism and media training, coverage of the world’s

under-reported stories, and the Trust Women Conference.

We tackle global issues and achieve lasting impact. TrustLaw, the global pro bono service that
connects social enterprises and NGOs with world top law firms was created in 2010. We're
devoted to helping the organizations which are making a difference to reduce their cost on

legal matters and maximize their impact.

Our mission is to spread the practice of pro bono worldwide. Since 2010, we now have over
1,600 NGO/social enterprise members and 450 law firm/corporate counsel member. Our pro
bono projects cover 170 countries and more than 1,400 projects have been connected. The

total value of the pro bono work donated by the lawyers is well over $54 million.

We not only help organizations with their day-to-day legal issues such as contracts, compliance,
funding, employment, IP rights, and etc. but also with cross-border legal research programs.
These research programs usually demand huge resources from law firms and are having huge

impacts. And all these are done by professional lawyers at ZERO cost.

We also track the trends of law firms doing pro bono on a global scale. The TrustLaw Index of
Pro Bono provides a tool for legal professionals to make their strategies in the pro bono market.

We release the Index annually to show the rise or fall globally and regionally.
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