Across the world, more and more local governments are creating innovative
partnerships with social economy organisations. Though these collaborations have
existed for many years, today they are playing an increasingly important role in
building healthy communities. Through various tools and policies, local governments
are supporting social economy initiatives to improve the quality of life and to
encourage active citizen participation in development.

Governance is a central issue in order to assure the pertinence and sustainability of
these partnerships. Collaboration between different stakeholders is essential for
short term results, and for the establishment of good public policy, Collaborative
governance is also essential to fulfill long term aspirations for a new more
sustainable development model. Local governments and social economy stakeholders
must continue to work hand in hand for a more democratic and inclusive economy
and the GSEF represents a step forward in building this alliance at an international
level.
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